APPLICANT'S RESPONSE 



The remainder of this Office Action consists of general information for the Applicant's 
benefit. Please see the enclosed copies of Title 37 of the Code of Federal Regulations, 
Sections 1:1 1 1-1.121 for details concerning the examination process and the requirements for the 
Applicant's response. Section 1.121 deal specifically with the subject of amendments to the 
specification, claims and drawings. 

Unless the Office explicitly requests the return of a paper, all papers mailed to the 
Applicant are intended to be kept by the Applicant for his own records. 

1. AMENDMENTS TO THE SPECIFICATION 

Any amendments to the specification must be presented as a list of additions and deletions, 
referring to the passages in question by page and line. No new matter may be entered. 
It is not necessary to submit a new specification unless one has been required by the Examiner. An 
example of an amendment to the specification might appear as follows: 
On page 16, line 12, change "effect" to -affect-. x 
On page 23, line 4, insert -bucket- after "backhoe". 

2. AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 

The enclosed copies of the Manual of Patent Examining Procedure, Sections 608.0 1 (i) and 
' 608.01(m) outline the proper format and content of the claims. For examples of the correct 
format, please see the claims in the enclosed patents. 

Amendments to the claim(s) may also be presented in the above format. The amended 
claim(s) should be completely rewritten as a clean version in accordance with 37 CFR 1.121 
(c)(l)(i), with a marked-up version of the amended claim(s) to 37 CFR 1. 121 (c)(l)(ii). In the 
marked-up version, the additions to the claim should be underlined. Further, any deletions from a 
claim must be enclosed in brackets. No new matter may be entered 

As an example for a marked-up version, if a claim for a chair were originally written as 
follows: 

L A chair comprising a horizontal seat, a vertical back, and a plurality of vertical support 
members. 

An amended marked-up version of this claim might then be written as follows: 
1. (Amended) A chair comprising a horizontal seat, a 

vertical back, and [a plurality of] four vertical [support members] legs attached to said 

seat . 

In this example, the words "a plurality of and "support members" have been deleted from 
the claim. The words -four- and -legs attached to said seat- have been inserted. 

If the specification or drawings originally described the inclusion of four legs on the chair, 
the new limitation of "four legs" in the claim would not constitute new matter. 

3. ARGUMENTS 

If an Office Action contains a rejection or objection to the claims, the Applicant MUST 



respond with arguments under the heading "Remarks", pointing out disagreements with the 
Examiner's contentions. The Applicant must also discuss the references applied against the claims, 
explaining how the claims avoid the references or patentably distinguish from them. The Applicant 
must respond to every ground of rejection and objection set forth in the Office Action. For more 
details of the amendment process, the Applicant is referred to the attached photocopies of 37 
CFR Rule 1.121. 

4. NEW MATTER 

As previously mentioned, no amendment to the specification, claims, or drawings may 
introduce new matter. "New matter" constitutes any material which meets the following criteria: 

1. it is added to the disclosure (either the specification, the claims, or the drawings) after 
the filing date of the application, and 

2. it contains new information which is neither included nor implied in the original version 
of the disclosure. This includes the addition of physical properties, new uses, etc. 

Please see the enclosed copy of Title 37 of the Code of Federal Regulations, Section 
1.121 for details of "new matter". 



REVISED AMENDMENT PRACTICE: 37 CFR 1.121 CHANGED 
COMPLIANCE IS MANDATORY - Effe ctive Date: July 30, 2003 



All amendments filed on or after the effective date noted above must compfy «fcnmed37 CFR .121. See Fmal 
Rule- Changes To Implement Electronic Maintenance of Official Patent Application Records! 68 Fed. Reg. 
3861 1 (June 30 2003), posted on the Office's website at http://www.uspto.gov/web/patents/i^ 
Slre£mfonmtii%he amendment 

the voluntary revised amendment format available to applicants smce February 2003. NOT^STRICT 
COmSotWTH THE REVISED 37 CFR 1.121 IS REQUIRED AS OF THE EFFECTIVE DATE (July 
30 2003^ The Office will notify applicants of amendments that are not accepted because they do not comply with 
«vid37 CTR l!^l viaa Notice of Non-Compliant Amendment. SeeMPBP 714.03 (Rev I, Feb. 2003). The non- 
compliant sections) will have to be corrected and the entire corrected sectors) resubmitted withm a set period. 

»„« underlined Ualicjont has be«n ysed below to M Mirht the major differences between the revised 37 CFR 

1. 121 and the voluntary revised am e ndment format that applicants could use since February, 2003. 

Note: The amendment practice for reiss ues and reexamination proceedings, except for drawings, has not changed 

RF/VfSED AMENDMENT PRACTICE 

T. Begin each swiion of an am endment document on a separate sheet: • 
Each section of an amendment document (e.g., Specification Amendment, Claim Amendments, Drawing 
Amendmmt S ,andR^fcs)mustbeginonaseparatesheet Starting each separate sectton ona new page will 
Site the process of separately indexing and scanning each section, of an amendment document for placement m an 
image file wrapper. 

fL Two versions of amended partis) no longer required: 

37 CFP.l AV ^ " ****** »""ger "^mre tw0 versions ( a deatl vewon mi a marfeed W versloa ) of 
each replacement paragraph or section, or amended claim. Note, however, me requirements for a clean 
vSoXoTmlrKed fp version for sneciflcations under 37 CFR 1.125 have been retained. 

^c^^dStemenfSmcludes. a change to an existing claim, cancellation of a claim or submission of a new 
Sim, must include a complete listing of all claims in the application. After each clamiuumber m the lisnug, the 
status must be indicated in a parenthetical expression, and the text of each pending claim (with markings to show 
current changes) must be presented. The claims in the listing will replace all prior claims m the application. 

(1) The current status of all of the claims in the apptication, including any previously canceled, not entered or 
withdrawn claims, mnstbegivenmapaTenthetical expression following the clamnumber usmg only one of 
the following seven status identifiers: (original), (currently amended), (canceled), (withdrawn), (new), 
fnrtvinuslv nresente* ™A (not entered). The text of allpending claims, fndudinf withdrawn claims, must 
be submitted each time any claim iJamended Canceled and not entered claims must be mdicatedby only 
the claim number and status, without presenting the text of the clarms. 

(2) The text of all claims bringcurrMly_amended must be presented in the claim hsting with markings to mchcate 
the changes mat have been made relative to me immediate prior version. The changes many amended claim 
mnstbTshownby underlining (for add^ W 
for deletion of five characters or fewer, double brackets mav be used (e. g. t fferoprmi and (2) if 
cfritothrnurh cannot be easily perceived fe*. deletion o f the number "4" or certain punctuation marks), 

hmrkrtx must be u *rAfr.r.. rf4m. As an alternative to usinz double brackets, however, extra 
IZrTZ,* nftert mav be included before and a fter text beine deleted, all in mkethrouzh, followed by 
including and underlining the extrn tert with the desired chantre /gar., nm^r-4-as ntmMMas). An 
accompanying clean version is not required and should not be presented. Only claims of the status currently 
amended," and "wrthdrawn" that are being amended, may include markings. 

(3) The text of pending claims notbemg currently amended, includine withdrawn claims, wast beprcsented m 
the claim listing in clean version, /.e., without any markings. Any claim text presented in clean version will 
constitute an assertion mat it has not been changed relative to me immediate prior version except to omit 
markings that may have been present in the immediate prior version of the claims. 
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(4) A claimbeing cabled must be listed in the claim listing with the status identifier "canceled"; the text of the 

^/tffi 

or not entered, claims may be aggregated into one statement (e.g., Claims 1 - 5 (canceled)). 



EaB ffite Of listing of^jainB C«SS of the w nrd " chum" bef ore th. claim number is optional): 
Claims 1-5 (canceled) 

Claim 6 (previously presented): A bucket with a handle. 

Claim 7 (withdrawn): A handle comprising an elongated wire. 

Claim 8 (withdrawn) : The handle of claim 7 further comprising a plastic grip . 

Claim 9 (currently amended): A bucket with a green blue handle. 

Claim 10 (original) : Tfce bucket of claim 9 wherein the handle is made of wood 

Claim 11 (canceled) 

Claim 12 (not entered) 

Claim 13 (new): Abucket with plastic sides and bottom 

^^ S ^n£S to s^w changes made rektive to the immediate prior version. An accompanying clean 
^ZlS^Z^ltZl^L^ Newly addedparagraphs *^™>™^Z£^ 
Srd^fTieobccment abstract), must not be underlined A replacement or new abstract must be submitted on a 

D0& a cleaTvcrsion (which will b e entered) andamarkedup vcrsionmustbe submitted as per 37 CFR 1.125. 

Th, rWes in anv reolacement paragraph or section, or substitute specification must be shownby underlining (for 
ScSTo-^Sf- deleted matter) with 2 exceptions: (1) fox deletion offire cteoato, orfwer 
1£*iT"L fferoor U U it****™* cannot be ^W^^***** ° f 

hw^. however, ext™ jjjjj ofUxt^ y be included before and after text ^dd^d^Oln 

pumher 14 as) 

^SSS?? 'TFR 1 84 An explanation of the changes made must be presented either m the drawing amendments, 

XZ ^^U Sheet" and include all of the figures appearing on the immediate prior version of the Mm 
S^^g^emay be amended ^rfr^^^ 

rf^:S »in Drawings" and accompany ^e r^^^f s/itft * ih flg amendment fee., <** a» gppe 
"Annotated Marker Vrawmp \™«*™!W™Y '' . , ^ .w^ed," If the changes to th< 



dVawSS^are not accepted by the examiner, applicant will be notified of any required corrective action in the 
SSSok No furto drawing submission will be required, unless apphcant is notified 

^fionsregardrngthes^ 

feted to: EhSiDougherty or Gena Jones, Legal Advisors, or Joe Narcavage, Semc^ Sp^ojects Examma, 
Sof Patent Legal Atoimshation, by e-mail to pafrntpn>ctice(^uspto.gov or by phone at (703) 305-1616. 
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It appears that the applicant in this application is a pro se applicant (an inventor filing the application 
alone without the benefit of a Patent Attorney or Agent). Applicant may not be aware of the preferred 
methods of ensuring timely filing of responses to communications from the Office and may wish to 
consider using the Certificate of Mailing or the Certificate of Transmission procedures outlined below. 

CERTIFICATE OF MAILING 

To ensure that the Applicant's mailed response is considered timely filed, it is advisable to include a 
"certificate of mailing" on at least one page (preferably on the first page) of the response. This 
"certificate" should consist of the following statement: 

I hereby certify that this correspondence is being deposited 
with the United States Postal Service as first class mail in an 
envelope addressed to: "Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 
1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1 450" on (date). 

(Typed or printed name of the person signing this certificate) 

(signature) 

CERTIFICATE OF TRANSMISSION 

Alternatively, if applicant wishes to respond by facsimile rather than by mail, another method to ensure 
that the Appl cant's response is considered timely filed, is to include a "certificate of transmission on at 
east one page (preferably on the first page) of the response. This method should be used by foreign 
applicants Jthout access to the U.S. Postal Service. This "certificate" should consist of the following 
statement: 

I hereby certify that this correspondence is being facsimile 
transmitted to the United States Patent and Trademark Office, 
Fax No. (703)_-__on (date). 

(Typed or printed name of the person signing this certificate) 

(signature) 

These "Certificates" may appear anywhere on the page, and may be handwritten or typed. They must 
be signed, and the date must be the actual date on which it is mailed or transmitted. 
For the purpose of calculating extensions of time, the date shown on the certificate wj be construed as 
the date onwhich the paper was received by the Office, regardless of the datethe US. Pos al Serv.ce 
actually delivers the response, or the fax is "date-stamped" in. In this way, postal or transm.ss.on delays 

do not affect the extension-of-time fee. . 

In the event that a communication is not received by the Office, applicant's submission o a copy of the 
previously mailed or transmitted correspondence showing the originally signed Certificate of Ma«hng i or 
Transmission statement thereon, along with a statement from the person signing the statement which 
attests to the timely mailing or transmitting of the correspondence, would be sufficient evidence to entitle 
the applicant to the mailing or transmission date of the correspondence as listed on the Certificate of 
Mailing or Transmission, respectively. , 

NOTICE TO APPLICANT: In the case of lost or late responses the use of other "receipt producing" 
forms of mailing a correspondence to the Patent Office, such as Certified Mail, or a private shipper such 
asFedEx WILL NOT result in the applicant getting the benefit of the mailing date on such receipts. 
These receipts are not considered to be acceptable evidence since there is nothing to "tie-in the receipt 
with the particular document allegedly submitted. 



